Milk Supply and Tuberculosis

Agriculture and Fisheries will, it is hoped, secure a sustained and
increased effort to improve the health of dairy herds and lead
to the eradication of disease.

A plea which has been entered in support of raw milk is that
the ingestion of bovine tubercle bacilli gives some measure of
specific protection against infection with the human type of
bacillus in later years. There exist no scientific data in support
of this view. As it is not practicable to control the degree of
virulence or the number of bovine tubercle bacilli which are in/
gested with raw milk, it is impossible to forecast whether the
result will be a mild innocuous infection, a local infection which
may result in serious disfigurement or deformity, or a general in/
tensive infection which may end fatally. This plea must therefore
be disregarded as unscientific and dangerous.

As the value of pasteurization in destroying the pathogenic
organisms in milk has been proved by scientific investigation,
there remains to be discussed the most efficient and practical
system of application to be adopted. Universal compulsory
pasteurization cannot be regarded as a practicable procedure at
the present time. Sir William Savage, who has made a special
study of the subject, advocates an active policy towards securing
the elimination of tuberculosis among dairy herds and that only
cows free from tuberculous infection should provide the source
of milk and milk products for human consumption, and that
pending the eradication of bovine tuberculosis, pasteurization
should be employed to provide a safe milk supply. Mixed milk
may be responsible for the conveyance of disease other than tuber/
culosis to a large head of population. Streptococcal infection,
undulant fever, and diseases of the enteric group illustrate diseases
which have their origin in milk infection. The writer has had
experience of an outbreak of 168 cases of paratyphoid fever
caused by milk from a dairy which received supplies from nine
farms. The origin of the outbreak was traced to one farm where
the farmer's wife who washed the cloths through which the milk
was strained was not only nursing a child with an unrecognized
paratyphoid infection, but was herself a carrier of paratyphoid

The granting of powers to Local Authorities to make pasteur/
ization compulsory in their areas is a step which has now received